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UNIT , 


EGYPT: LAND OF THE NILE 


They tremble, that behold the Nile in full flood. 
The fields laugh and the river-banks are overflowed. ... 
The face of man is bright.... 
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Ancient Egypt: An Early Civilization 








The Nile River flows through northeastern 
Africa. On both sides of the river lies a narrow 
valley. Very little rain falls in the Nile Valley. 
In fact, the region is surrounded by desert. But 
late each spring, the Nile rises and floods its 
banks. Then the valley is fertile. 

Close to the banks of the Nile, the civiliza- 
tion of ancient Egypt was born almost 5,000 
years ago. Look at the map of Africa on page 36. 
Find the Nile River. Find Egypt. 


THE PEOPLE OF THE NILE VALLEY 


The earliest people of the Nile Valley were 
nomads—wandering food-gatherers and hun- 
ters. Sometimes, they camped along the Nile 
and the Fayum. There, they fished, collected 
seeds, and sharpened their stone tools. 

As time passed, the ancient Egyptians set- 
tled down. They learned to use the Nile to 
water their fields. They learned to use the 
plants, animals, and minerals around them. 
They developed a written language. They 
built huge buildings that amaze people today. 
They learned to make things out of metal, 
especially copper. 

How did this civilization begin? How did 
it happen in Egypt where the climate is so 
dry? Scientists have looked for evidence. 

As you read this unit, ask yourself these 
questions: 

How did the early Egyptians get their food 
and shelter? Did they buy the things they 
needed, or did they make them? How were 
they affected by the land around them? 
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» Fertile (fer’tl) soil is soil 
in which crops grow well. 

® Civilization (siv’l eza’shen) 
is the name given to the 
ways of living of a group 

of people. 


» no’ madz 


» The Fayum (fium’) is a 
lake on the west bank of 
the Nile. It is Surrounded 
by marshy lowlands. 
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How were the ancient Egyptians governed? 
Would you like such a form of government? 

What kinds of groups did the ancient Egyp- 
tians belong to? Do you belong to the same 
kinds of groups? Were some ancient Egyptians 
richer than others? We say that some people 
are upper class, middle class, or working class. 
Did the ancient Egyptians have classes too? 


A CHANGING CLIMATE 


Before the desert Thousands of years ago, the 
Nile Valley was wider than it is today. There 
were grasslands where there is now desert. 
Rainfall was heavier at that time. Groups of 
wild animals—such as hippopotamuses, lions, 
elephants, and giraffes —roamed the grasslands. 
Small bands of people hunted these animals. 
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The weather changes Around 8000 B.c., the 
weather slowly became warmer. Rainfall over 
northern Africa lessened. The climate of the 
region became drier. The grasslands died. Ani- 
mals and people were forced to move else- 
where to find food. They moved to the coast, 
to the south, to oases, or to river valleys. Desert 
closed in on the Nile, surrounding the people 
who lived there. 

The region became what it is today —a hot, 
dry land with little rainfall. Many people came 
to the Nile Valley because the river was there. 


A new way of life Towards the end of every 
spring, the Nile flooded. Perhaps the people 
were frightened as water covered the land. 
When the flood waters went down, perhaps 
people began to notice that the flood waters 
left rich black soil on the land. Perhaps they 


» An oasis (0a’sis) is a 
fertile area in the desert. 


DB Look again at the map of 
Egypt. Describe the 
boundaries of the country. 
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» A hymn (him) is a song 
of praise. 


B What does this hymn tell 
you about the importance of 
the Nile to the ancient 
Egyptians? 
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also noticed that plants grew in the fertile soil. 

How do you think the early Egyptians put 
this knowledge to use? How do you think they 
made their environment work for them? What 
way of life do you think the early Egyptians 
turned to? 


USING THE NILE 


The early Egyptians struggled to understand 
the Nile, for it was the only source of water the 
people could count on. The river was so impor- 
tant to the early Egyptians that they worshiped 
it. The following poem is part of an ancient 
Egyptian hymn to the Nile. 


Praise to thee, O Nile, that comes to feed 
Higyptaa- 

That waters the meadows and feeds all cattle. 

That gives drink to the desert places, 
which are far from water; .. . 

Lord of fish, .. . 

That makes barley and creates wheat. 

If he [The Nile] does not overflow his banks, all 
men become poor; ... and millions of men 
die.... 

When he rises, the land is full of joy. 

He that brings food, that creates everything 
good. 

That fills the storehouses and... gives 
food to the poor. 


Clearing the land It took the Egyptians cen- 
turies to turn the land along the Nile into 
farmland. They had to drain the swamps. They 
had to clear away the thick plants that grew 
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Many Egyptian farms today 
look like those of centuries 
ago. They grow many of 
the same crops —frult, 
melons, wheat, and barley. 
We know this from paintings 
such as the one above. It 
shows the fields of 
Sennejem, a wealthy man of 
Ancient Egypt. 











Scientists found these small 
figures in a tomb in Egypt. 
What do they show about 
Egyptian life? How did 
people farm? dress? wear 
their hair? 


» To irrigate (ir’s gat) 
means to bring water to the 
land. 
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on the rivers banks. They had to dig ditches 
to carry water from the river to the fields. 

As the Egyptians cleared more land for farm- 
ing, they were able to grow more food. Soon 
they had a surplus, or extra food. 


Watering the fields As you have read, every 
spring the Nile River flooded its banks. When 
the flood waters withdrew, some water was left 
in pools and holes. The early Egyptians used 
this leftover floodwater to irrigate their fields. 

To store the water, they dug large holes in 
the earth. These holes were called catch basins. 


Then canals were dug from the catch basins to 
the fields. When the fields needed water, the 
Egyptian farmers opened up a side, or lock, in 
the catch basins. The water then flowed 
through the canals to the fields. When the catch 
basins were empty, the farmers refilled them 
with water from the Nile. 

To make their work easier, the Egyptians in- 
vented a simple machine called the shaduf. 
The shaduf was a bucket hung from a long 
pole. The pole was attached to the top of a 
post or a tree. At the other end of the pole 
was a heavy stone or clump of earth. The 
stone was heavier than the bucket of water. 
When the bucket was lowered into the water, 
the stone would sink to the ground. This would 
raise the full bucket. 





» sha dif’ 


Egyptian farmers still 
depend on the Nile. As of 
old, they use the river to 
water their fields. What is 
the farmer shown here 
doing? What ancient in- 
vention is he using? 
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THE NILE 


The Nile is the longest river in the 
world. It is over 4,000 miles long. 
Egypt lies along the last 600 or so 
miles of the river. 


The source of the Nile Every river 
begins somewhere. The place where 
it begins, or rises, is called its source. 
Do you know the sources of the rivers 
where you live? 

The Nile rises in Lake Victoria, in 
east central Africa. From there, the 
Nile flows north through the desert. 
Find Lake Victoria on the map on 
page 36. Where does the Nile empty? 


The White Nile and the Blue Nile 
The Nile has two parts. The part that 
stretches from Lake Victoria to the 
city of Khartoum (kartim’) is called 
the White Nile. 

The Blue Nile starts at the highlands 
south of Lake Tana in Ethiopia. The two 
rivers meet at Khartoum. Find the 
Ethiopian Highlands and Lake Tana. 

In May and June, heavy rains fall in 
east central Africa. They cause the 
water level of the river to rise. 





Melting snow from the highlands 
around Lake Tana adds even more 
water. And the water carries with it 


fresh soil from the mountainsides. 
It is the water from the Blue Nile 
that causes the Nile River to flood. 





Cataracts After the Blue Nile and 
the White Nile join, the river flows 
over six cataracts. A cataract is a 
stretch of rough, fast-moving water, 
falling from higher to lower levels. 
Its roughness is caused by the rocky 
ridges over which the water falls and 
breaks. After it leaves the cataract 
area, the river flows calmly north. 

Can boats travel over cataracts? 
What did having cataracts to the south 
of them mean to the ancient Egyptians? 





. delta Next, the Nile spreads over 


a low, wide plain. Since the plain is 
near the sea, it is very low. The plain 
is a hot and humid area. This lowland 
region watered by the river is called a 
delta. The ancient Greeks named 
such an area a delta because it looked 
like their letter “delta.” A delta looks 
like this: A. 

The ancient Egyptians called the 
delta Lower Egypt because it was 
downstream. The Nile Valley to the 
south was called Upper Egypt. Why? 
Why would the people of Upper 
Egypt have been more isolated than 
the people of Lower Egypt? 


» A silo (si’ 10) is a building 
that holds food for livestock. 
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Planting crops Around October, the Nile 
dropped back to its usual level. This was the 
time for Egyptian farmers to plant their crops. 
The fields were often very muddy. 

Before the farmers planted their seeds, they 
broke up the soil with a wooden plow pulled by 
a team of cattle. Sometimes herders, or shep- 
herds, drove pigs or sheep into the fields to 
break up the soil even more. Then the farmers 
lightly raked the land and planted the seeds. 

The crops were usually picked, or harvested, 
around February. A second crop was then 
planted and sometimes even a third. Next, the 
grain was threshed. This separated the seed 
from the rest of the plant. Then the grain was 
stored in silos or granaries. 


THE BIBLICAL STORY OF JOSEPH 





Sometimes, the Nile would not rise 
high enough for several years in a row. 
The story of Joseph in the Bible de- 
scribes what happened to Egypt at 
such times. 


Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Il dreamed 
| was standing on the bank of the Nile 
when seven cows, fat and smooth, 
came out of the Nile ‘and were grazing 
in the . . . grass. After them, seven 
other cows came up, lean, very ugly 
and skinny. ... The skinny, ugly cows ate 
the first seven fat cows. ... Then | awoke. 
Again | dreamed | saw seven ears of 
grain, full and fine, growing on a single 
stalk. After them sprouted seven dry, 
thin ears... . The thin ears swallowed up 
the seven fine ears. ... No one could 
explain it to me.” 

Joseph said to Pharaoh: “. . . The 
seven fine cows are seven years, and 
the seven fine ears are seven years; it 
is but one dream. The seven. thin, 
ugly cows which came up after them 
are seven years; and the seven empty 
ears . . . are seven years. .. . Seven 


years of great plenty will come through 
the land of Egypt, but there will follow 
seven years of famine, and then all 
the plenty will be forgotten in the 
land of Egypt. ... Let Pharaoh name 
Officials over the land, and prepare 
the land of Egypt through the seven 
years of plenty. And let them collect all 
the food of these good years.... The 
food shall be ... for the land when the 
seven years of famine shall come... .” 

The advice pleased Pharaoh... . 
Pharaoh said to Joseph, ... “You shall 
be in charge of my palace and all my 
people shall obey your commands; ... 
| give you charge of the whole land 
OR EOYpts «0. 

During the seven years of plenty 
the land produced more than enough 
crops. So Joseph collected all the 
food of the seven years of plenty in the 
land of Egypt, and stored it... 

When the seven years of plenty in 
the land of Egypt had passed, the seven 
years of famine began, as Joseph 
had foretold. There was famine in 
all other countries, while in all Egypt 
there was food. 


What can the Bible tell us about 
ancient peoples? Could this story 
from the Bible have been based on 
history? Do you think historians com- 
pare information in the Bible with 
other evidence? 





The carving on this throne 
shows the pharaoh dressing 
for an important event. 


® A clan (klan) is a group 
of people who believe that 
they are descended from a 
common ancestor. A tribe 
(trib) is a group of people 
with a common territory, 
customs, and language. A 
tribe may have several 
Clans. 


B What important event in 
the history of your country 
is celebrated every year? 
Why was this event 
important? 
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LIVING UNDER ONE GOVERNMENT 


The earliest Egyptians lived in villages along 
the Nile. These villages belonged to different 
clans and tribes. They were ruled by chiefs or 
kings. 

In time, tribes began to join each other. 
They formed provinces. The provinces joined 
into kingdoms. Kingdoms conquered other 
kingdoms until there were only two left— 
Upper Egypt and Lower Egypt. Finally, Egypt 
was united into one country. 

The union of Upper and Lower Egypt was a 
very important event in Egypt's history. It 
was so important that the Egyptians continued 
to celebrate it for centuries after it happened. 

Why do you think the union of Upper and 
Lower Egypt was so important to Egypt's his- 
tory? What kinds of things can one powerful 
government do that small tribes and provinces 
cannot do? 





Working together to control the Nile The Egyp- 
tians built dikes to protect their villages from 
the flooding Nile. They built canals to bring 
water to their fields. To do this work, they 
needed organization and cooperation. 

Peasants had to be willing to work a certain 
number of days each year. They had to dig new 
canals and fix old ones. They also had to re- 
place boundary stones that had been swept 
away by the floods. 

Other levels of workers and managers were 
needed. Someone had to decide where new 
canals should be built. Someone else had 
to direct the building. Each manager was re- 
sponsible for the workers below him. At the 
top of the ladder was the pharaoh—the most 
powerful man in all Egypt. 


Pharaoh The Egyptians believed that their 
pharaoh was a god. They believed that his 
goodness caused the Nile to flood every year. 

In fact, the Egyptian pharaoh owned and 
controlled all of Egypt. He directed flood con- 
trol and irrigation. His word was law, and 
everyone in Egypt obeyed him. 


PREPARING FOR LIFE AFTER DEATH 


The ancient Egyptians believed that they 
would live forever—even after death. There- 
fore, they did not fear death. 

Instead, the Egyptians spent much time and 
energy preparing for death. They built tombs 
with great care so that the bodies buried in 
them would be comfortable in the afterlife. 
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The pharaoh’s headdress 
is a symbol of his power. 
The animals stand for 
Upper and Lower Egypt. 


» The word pharaoh 


(far’ 0) means great house. 


DB Who is the most powerful 
person in your country? 
What is he responsible for? 
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»b A mummy (maem’é) is a 
body that has been treated 
so that it will not decay. 


B What kinds of things were 
buried in the tombs? Can 
you tell what the ancient 
Egyptians thought life after 
death would be like? 


» pir’ amid 


B What do you think is the 
most important building in 
your country? Why do you 
think it is the most 
important building? 


b What subject do you 
learn in school that the 
Egyptians also knew 
something about? Are 
numbers and measuring a 
kind of tool? Could your 
life be the same without 
numbers? 
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When an Egyptian died, his body was made 
into a mummy. The Egyptians believed that a 
person would need his body in the after- 
life. Furniture, weapons, tools, and pieces of 
art were buried with a person in his tomb. 
Scenes of everyday life were painted on the 
walls of the tomb. 


The pyramids The most time and effort were 
spent in preparing the tomb of the pharaoh. 
The tomb of the pharaoh was called a pyramid. 

The pyramid was not only the tomb of the 
pharaoh. It was also his home in the afterlife. 
The Egyptians believed that once _ their 
pharaoh died, he became a god. Then, as a 
god, he aided people who were still living. 

The Egyptians believed that the proper 
funeral ceremonies and the pyramid helped 
their pharaoh to become a god. They thought 
that he would rise to heaven through the 
pyramid. For the Egyptians, building a pyra- 
mid was an act of faith. 


Building the pyramids Thousands of people 
were needed to build the pyramids. People 
worked in teams. They worked on the pyra- 
mids when there was not much for them to do. 
Can you guess which time of year this was? 

The pyramids were built of stone blocks. 
Stone blocks are hard to cut evenly. But the 
Egyptians knew how to measure and how to 
add and subtract. They also knew how to use 
simple fractions, such as 1/2, 1/3, and 1/4. With 
these methods, the Egyptians were able to cut 
stone at exact angles. 


Using crowbars, the Egyptians put the stones 
onto sleds. Men or oxen pulled the sleds over 
logs. The logs acted as rollers. (Wheels were 
not used in ancient Egypt.) The sleds were 
pulled to large flat-bottomed boats. The boats 
brought the stones down the Nile to the place 
where the pyramid was being built. 

In order to put the stones into place, the 
Egyptians used ramps. They also used a type 
of grease or oil to move the stones. When all 
the stones were in place, a limestone finish was 
put on. Then the ramps were taken away. 


Pyramid cities When the pyramid was fin- 
ished, temples were built next to it. Often, a 
sphinx would be built in front of the pyramid 
to protect it. A sphinx was a large statue with 


» A crowbar is a bar made 
of iron. It is used to lift 
heavy objects. 


» sfingks 








The paws of the Great Sphinx 
at Giza stretch out towards 
the Nile. Most pyramids also 
face the river. Can you guess 
why the Egyptian holy statues 
faced the river? People 
worshiped these monuments. 
The Giza Pyramid was once 
over 480 feet high and 
seemed to reach heaven. 
People also feared the 
monuments. In Arabic, 

sphinx means “Father of 
Terrors.” Can you guess why 
it was given that name? 
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The Metropolitan Museum of Art, Rogers Fund, and Gift of Edward S. Harkness, 1935, 


the body of a lion and the head of a human. The 
human was usually a pharaoh or a god. Some- 
times a temple was built between its paws. 

Many priests and workers were needed for 
the pyramid and its temples. They were re- 
sponsible for the pharaoh’s funeral cere- 
monies, protecting the pyramid, and keeping 
the buildings in good condition. 


LIFE IN ANCIENT EGYPT 


Houses Most houses in ancient Egypt were 
built of mud, wood, and brick. The bricks were 
made from mud and straw baked together in 
the sun. The poor lived in mud huts. The 
wealthy had large houses in both the city 
and the suburbs. 


The ancient Egyptians 
loved to decorate their 
homes with gay colors and 
with pictures of flowers and 
animals. The tile shown 
above was part of an 
Egyptian pool. 


b What is your house or 
apartment built of? 
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Although the ancient Egyptians had chairs, 
they often sat on mats and rugs. They did not 
eat together at a large table, as we do today. 
Look at the picture on this page. How are peo- 
ple in the picture being served? Where was the 


food placed? 


Crafts The Egyptians were skilled craftsmen. 
They made things out of copper, wood, ivory, 
gold, leather, bone, stone, and clay. They 
could cut gems and make fine jewelry. Even 


everyday objects were decorated with beauti- 
ful designs of animals, plants, and flowers. 

The Egyptians also knew how to spin fiber 
into thread and how to weave thread into cloth. 
Cloth was both plain and dyed and was cut 
into many thicknesses. 





Skilled craftsmen need special tools. Scien- 
tists call special tools and the learning needed 
to use them technology. Do you think these 
ancient people had technology? 


Trade and transportation The ancient Egyp- 
tians traded with each other as well as with 
foreign countries. The routes of trade were 
bodies of water, especially the Nile River. 

Small boats traveled constantly between 
Upper Egypt and Lower Egypt. This meant 
that the people of Upper and Lower Egypt 
could mingle with each other and learn each 
other's customs. Look at the map on page 36. 
Which body of water would boats traveling 
between Upper and Lower Egypt use? How 
do you think this body of water may have 
helped to unite Upper and Lower Egypt? What 
other bodies of water could they have used? 

Wood, gold, silver, ivory, wheat, and small 
manufactured things—like pots and knives— 
came to Egypt from foreign countries. Look 
again at the map on page 36. What could the 
ancient Egyptians have used for trade routes? 
Which countries do you think Egypt may have 
traded with? 


Medicine The ancient Egyptians tried to 
treat sickness in a scientific way. They ex- 
amined a patient, decided what caused his 
illness, and then treated it. They were also 
skilled in surgery. 

The tollowing medical case was recorded 
by an ancient Egyptian scribe over 3,000 years 
ago. 


» teKnol’ a jé 


» A scribe (skrib) was a 
person who copied records. 


53 


» Do you think the ancient 

Egyptians knew much about 
medicine? What proof can 

you find? 


b Which of these games 
do you play today? 
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How to Treat a Bad Wound 
Over the Eyebrow 


If you examine a man who has a wound over 
his eyebrow that is open to the bone, you should 
.. Close the wound with stitches. ... 

After you have stitched up the wound, you 
should tie fresh meat to it the first day. If you 
should find that the stitching is loose, you should 
close it with two strips of plaster. Then you 
should treat the wound with grease and honey 
every day until the man is well. 


Sports and recreation The poor people of 
ancient Egypt had little time for special 
recreation. When they went to the river for 
water, they swam or stopped to talk with 
friends. 

Wealthy people had many different kinds of 
amusements. They hunted animals and birds 
with nets and spears. Some people trained 
animals for hunting or racing. Young men 
liked to wrestle and practice archery. Fam- 
ilies went on picnics and sailed together on 
the Nile. They also went to feasts and en- 
joyed listening to music. 

Young children had a free and easy time. 
They spent most of their time playing. They 
played hopscotch, ball, and other games. 


Education Fathers taught their crafts or pro- 
fessions to their sons. Wealthy families sent 
their boys to school. There they were trained 
to become government officials and priests. 

In school, children learned some of the same 
subjects children learn in school today. They 


The Metropolitan Museum of Art, Gift of the Egyptian Exploration Fund, 1901, and Rogers Fund, 1919 








One way the ancient 
Egyptians enjoyed their 
free time was to play 


indoor games. Does the 
real but were samples for use in the classroom.. | one shown here look like 


Here is a sample letter copied by ancient a game you play today? 
Egyptian schoolboys. 


learned arithmetic. They learned to read and 
listened to stories. They also had to copy 
model letters. Often these letters were not 


To An Official 


You live, are successful, and are in good health. 
... Your life is long and you give good advice. 
You see what is beautiful, and you hear what is 
pleasant. ... 

You are the herdsman whom God has sent, 
and you care for many people. You help those 
who are miserable, .. . 

You live and your enemy falls; he who speaks 
against you will be destroyed. 

You have come before the Nine Gods and they 
have judged you a good man. 
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» sham pol yon’ 


® An obelisk (ob’ alisk) is a 
tall four-sided pillar that 
thins to a point at the top. 
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Writing The ancient Egyptians did not write 
as we do today. They wrote in pictures. A 
picture could stand for a sound. For example, 
[stood for the letter P. A picture could also 
stand for an idea or an action. For example, 
© stood for “sun’’; two legs (A) meant “to go.” 

This form of picture writing is called hiero- 
glyphics. The word hieroglyphics comes from 
two Greek words—hieros, which means 
“sacred,’ and glyphein, which means “to 
carve.” 

The ancient Egyptians used hieroglyphic 
writing for hundreds of years. But gradually 
they developed a form of script writing. 


The Rosetta Stone The first clue to Egyptian 
writing was found in 1799 near Rosetta, a 
town in Egypt. It was a black stone with three 
types of writing on it. This stone is called the 
Rosetta Stone. 

Scholars began work on translating the writ- 
ing. They were able to recognize certain 
names. They also discovered that royal names 
had oval rings around them. 

The Rosetta Stone was completely translated 
by a Frenchman named Jean Francois Cham- 
pollion. He was helped by the discovery of 
an Egyptian obelisk in 1815. The obelisk had 
both Greek and hieroglyphic writing on it. 
Like the Rosetta Stone, it had the royal name 
Ptolmis written on it. The obelisk also had the 
name Cleopatra on it. Cleopatra has many of 
the same letters as Ptolmis. 

Champollion compared these two names. 
Finally, Champollion was able to read the 
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The Rosetta Stone, above, has a message 
in three kinds of writing. Hieroglyphics is 
at the top; another form of Egyptian 
writing is in the center; and Greek is on 
the bottom. Additional samples of 
hieroglyphics are shown in the other 
pictures. The writings praise the pharaohs 
and are carved on temple columns and 
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» The desert protected 
Egypt for many years. But 
did it keep enemies away 
forever? Could high 
mountains or a big desert 
keep enemies away now? 
How do you explain that? 


entire Rosetta Stone. In his whole life, Cham- 
pollion never saw the Rosetta Stone. He 
worked from pictures. 


AN ANCIENT CIVILIZATION DIES 


In the narrow strip of land watered by the 
Nile, Egyptian civilization lasted for more 
than 2,500 years. During this time, ancient 
Egypt changed very little. The deserts kept 
foreign invaders out. But the deserts also kept 
the Egyptians apart from other peoples. It kept 
foreign ideas out, too. Therefore, Egyptian 
civilization grew on its own, with little in- 
fluence from neighboring peoples. The ancient 
Egyptians developed a very fixed way of 
life. They depended on their pharaohs to keep 
this way of life unchanged. 

In time, however, Egypt was conquered by 
a series of different people. The conquerors 
brought new ways and customs. But the 
Egyptians could not accept these new customs. 
The Egyptians clung fiercely to the past. In 
time, their way of life died. 

Why do you think the ancient Egyptians 
could not adapt to a new way of life? 





1. Why was the Nile so important to 3. Why did the ancient Egyptians 
the early Egyptians? Why did the spend a lot of time and wealth on 
people depend upon the river for preparations for death? 


food? for transportation? 


— 


. What was a pharaoh? 


2. What is a civilization? Why was 5. What is a pyramid? What kinds 
it necessary for the early Egyptians of things have been found in 


to cooperate ? 
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pyramids? 


Egypt Today 
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In some ways, twentieth-century Egypt is 
like the Egypt of the past. Only a small part of 
modern Egypt is fertile land; most of the 
country is hot, dry desert. Almost all of Egypt's 
population lives on the small area of fertile 


land. 


Farming Most modern Egyptians still make 
their living from farming or from industries 
related to farming. The poorest farmers live 
almost the same way poor farmers did centuries 
ago. They live in crowded, dirty villages 
along the Nile. Their homes are made of mud. 

Poor farmers do not own the land they farm. 
They rent it from landlords. Some still use the 
ancient method of storing floodwater in basins 
to irrigate their fields. The shaduf is also still 
used in parts of modern Egypt. 

The only life poor farmers know is one of 
endless work. They rarely see anything of 
life outside their own villages. 


The Nile Egyptians still depend heavily upon 
the Nile. The river is an important route for 
trade and transportation. Thousands of boats 
use the Nile and its canals. They use the river 
to carry goods from one part of Egypt to an- 
other. They also use it as a highway of foreign 
trade. 

Look at the map on page 62. What bodies of 
water could a boat reach by using the Nile 
and its canals? 

But the Nile is not as important a trade 
route today as it was long ago. Roads and rail- 
ways now connect the largest of Egypt's cities. 





Both the old and the new 
are seen in many Egyptian 
cities. The top two pictures 
show different parts of 
Luxor. The picture on the 
bottom is of Cairo, the 
capital. It shows the modern 
city. In the background is 
the Citadel, a fort built by 
the Arabs 800 years ago. 





Planes fly between big Egyptian cities and to 
and from foreign countries. 

The Nile is still Egypt’s most important 
source of water for irrigation. Without the 
Nile, agriculture still would not be possible 
in Egypt. But modern Egyptians can control 
the Nile more than their ancestors ever 


» A reservoir (rez’ er vwar) dreamed. They have built reservoirs to store 
is a place where water is water for the fields. The reservoirs have helped 
stored. modern Egyptians turn thousands of acres of 


desert into fertile farmland. They have made 
it possible for Egyptians to water their fields 
all year long. 

The Egyptians have also built dams on the 
Nile. These dams control the floodwaters. 
Egyptian farmers no longer fear great flood 
or famine. Farmers can have water for irriga- 
tion any time they need it. 
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The Aswan High Dam The Aswan High Dam 
is Egypt's newest and largest dam. It is in 
southern Egypt. 

The Aswan High Dam is 3 miles long and 
350 feet high. It provides Egypt with water for 
irrigation and controls the flood level of the 
Nile. The dam will be very important to the 
future of agriculture in Egypt. 

The Aswan High Dam will be important to 
Egypt in another way, too. It will help Egyptian 
industries to grow. By using the Nile itself 
as a source of energy, the dam creates electric 


power. Electric power is necessary to keep 
Egypt’s industrial machinery running. 


These statues are over 
3,000 years old. Water 

from the Aswan High Dam 
would have flooded them if 
they had not been moved. 





1. In what ways is modern Egypt like modern reservoir different from a 
ancient Egypt? catch basin? 

2. What means of travel do the 4, What hard decisions did modern 
modern Egyptians have that the engineers have to make before 
ancient Egyptians did not have? they could build the Aswan High 

3. What is a reservoir? How is a Dam? 
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* INVESTIGATING THE UNIT 


Gathering Information 


Often only a little is known about 
a country such as ancient Egypt. 
One way to try to find out how 
much is known is to look at the 
discoveries made by _  archaeolo- 
gists. Read about these discoveries 
at your school or public library. 
As you read, ask yourself questions 
such as the following. Why did find- 
ing the tombs, pyramids, and 
temples tell so,much about ancient 
Egypt? Who was buried in the 
tombs? Were they wealthy or poor 
people? Which group of Egyptians 
—the wealthy or the poor—do you 
think we know more about? Why? 


Grouping Information 


Go to a museum that has objects 
from ancient Egypt, or look at books 
about Egypt that have lots of pic- 
tures. Make a list of the different 
things the pharaohs are shown 
doing. Next, cut out pictures of 
leaders and kings of today from 
newspapers and magazines. Put 
those that show them doing the 
same things as what pharaohs did 
in one pile. Look carefully at the 
pictures you did not put in the 
pile. What duties do modern leaders 
have that the pharaohs did not? 
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What Does the Map Tell You? 


Study a map of the land of Egypt. 
How much of Egypt is desert? How 
much is good land in which crops 
can grow? 

Now look at a map that shows 
the cities of Egypt. Where do most 
of the people live? Does the kind 
of land a country has affect where 
people live? 


Using What You Have Learned 


Collect a few sticks, a small stone, 
a bottle top, and some string. Try 
to make a shaduf from these ob- 
jects. Then see if you can explain 
what kinds of problems the ancient 
Egyptians had to solve to make 
the shaduf work. 


Comparing and Contrasting 


Look at the different things made 
by the ancient Egyptians. Were they 
difficult to make? Now look at the 
objects people make today. Are 
they hard to make? Do you think 
the ancient Egyptians had to work 
harder than the people of today 
in order to make useful things? 
to get beautiful things for them- 
selves? How does an advanced 
technology help to make life easier 
for people? : 
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33: Monkmeyer. 34: Camera Press (William MacQuitty). 39: 
t Rapho Guillumette (Brian Brake), b Monkmeyer (Sheila T. 
Turner). 40: Rapho Guillumette (Brian Brake). 41: Monkmeyer 
(Hallam). 41: Monkmeyer (William Mares). 46: Monkmeyer 
(Dick Hufnagle). 47: Photo Researchers (George Holton). 
50: t Monkmeyer (Omar Bessim), b Monkmeyer. 51: Metro- 
politan Museum of Art, Rogers Fund, and Gift of Edward S. 
Harkness, 1935. 55: Metropolitan Museum .of Art, Gift of the 
Egyptian Exploration Fund, 1901, and Rogers Fund, 1919. 57: 
Courtesy of the American Museum of Natural History. 59: Mag- 
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